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soybean, and temperate vegetables ere grown on the plains end in the
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valleys., In places where rivers and streams flow temporary or perma-
Tent dams have been constructed in order to irrigate crop fields.
Where utilization of river water is not feasible; Jerops are grown as
upland grops and reinfall-is depended upon for water. The north-
eastern part of Thailand is a high tableland with & dry climate where
dry ferming is extensively practiced. The crops grown are rice,
cotton, tobacco, and fibers. Reservoirs are being constructed through-
gwb 4%e-region in order to utilize the availsble water for crop pro-
uction.

The central pert of Thailend is & wide low flat land which is flooded
every year in the labter part of the rainy season. Canals have been
donstructed to drain the exeess water as well as to irrigate the
region, A large dem is under constructlon to control and utilize this
excess water. Rice is the major crop grown here, and minor crops in-
clude fibers, frults, snd root crops. The eastern part of the country
is an unduleting land with a bumid climate. The crops grown in this
region ere rice, rubber, and frults. Where field crops are grown,
irrigation is practiced wherever possible.

The sbutheﬁr; fpaﬂ:' df‘m'ils;nd.'is éuite' mmmtainoﬁé and hilly. " Irri-
gation is precticed only to & small extent. The crops grown are rice,
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rubber, - frults,. and root~erops.. . - e e
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A mipor problem is the lack of cmn,ergia.l‘fer't‘i‘li_,z'ersp'\‘;, .

N

Irrigation wes sterted about 60 years sgo by & Dutch. emgineer, Hemamn
Vende Hieds. e 'sterted modern irrigation by surveying the Cenfral . ..
Pladn, ﬁf Taying . out the irrigation project. of that region. Leter, .
& British erigineer, Sir Thomes Ward, continued the work. In recent
years; irrigation work in Thdiland has been handled by Thal engineers
who have studled irrigstlon in Europe.. . o

At présent /19537 1750 thousand ecres of land are irrigeted, The .
acheage deﬁoﬁ;eid"go..’dfy faxming or grazing has never beeh estimated.

The ir?iga.‘tion, éygﬁem con'i_st'é'a ;bf;dams"";!.n bhe rivers and .reaewoiz‘g'fbr
$he. storage .of, weter, Distribution of waker ‘18 mainly by open canals,
and the entire system depends Upon grevity flow.

The sources. of water ‘are ‘rdvers which receive water from rainfall oply/
‘ Since this provides only a small smount of ‘water, irrigation instilla-
tione are of a limited size, There are a few large rivers which have
not yet been used as sources for irrigafion water. ™ Royal Irri-
" getion Depertment has .plans to tap these.pources in the fubure,.-. - -

P

e
i

A

N

CONFIDENTIATL

s

Pl

Approved For Release 2004/03/11 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000300460002-5

25X1

261

25X1



Approved For Release 2004/03/11 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000300460002-5
CONRIDENTIAL SECURTTY TNFORMATION

e 1 2sxia

25X1 Cr e |

25X1 '

The most important irrigation insballation is ’c.he Réma VI’ Dm which
i ‘dfvérsion dam in the Central Plain, :Thié dam, as well &s‘others,
was constructed andi is. mana.ged by the Roval Irﬁigation Deparhnen'b.

‘vaernmen‘t sponsofship and ﬁnancingam responsi‘ble for the develop- .
LJmam:l'. of Arrigation Anstallations.. Privete eapivut and initistive are
o very small importence in this matter.

25X1

‘The Minis'brv:)n of" Agrioulture as‘ba‘blished the Royad. Irrisati.on Depar‘t.-
ment o mahage and. further’ develop irrigetion work.. There are .no-
pr:f.vate orgenizetions which ere.concerned with irrigation. The . ..
'Royal Irtightion Departmenmt has & definite program for: future: im-
provément: of’ ireigetion, the main point of which is to increase the
‘area under cultivation by c,onst'mcting da.mrs e.nd reservoirs and by
eoh’srolling :L’lood Va!':,ens.

25X1

: —
'I‘he genera.l produntion 1evel of a.griculture is progressively rising
‘gach’ year, Modern farming and- idrigation practices are improving .
taver ‘the: 01d established patterns of Thailend society. The Thai
féxmars bave open minds and ave: progressive. They readily accept .
‘new ways of doing things after demonstrations have proven to them 5
“hat the new way 18 .sensible. and 'practical.. i

‘Preduction will be dncreased after:. the.Chso Phys Project has been
completed, If all proposed irrigation improvements are finished in
the future; ‘the crop prodtietion'will be incressed a.great deal, but: -
;no actusl estimates .can be given,
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Some of the solls contein some alkalis end other salts. Numerous
drainage ‘canals have been comstructed to 'drain the surplus water into
-the sem« Drainsge facilities are financed by the Thal Govermment .and
the work is done through the Royal Irrigation Depertment. The high
‘weter teble during the reiny season is the main dreinage problem.

Meteriels end Equipmermt. ' v 0o G g fe R
¥ ' 25X1

! rIrrigetion equimen‘c is obtained from 't.he US, Jepen, a.nci some Europea.n

- gountries. However, most irrigetion and drainage work is done by hand s
‘Bnd {mports of machidery and. equipment are not great. - No eccurate . . :

figures can be gilven of how much irrigation snd dreinage work is done’

"by machinery and how much by hend. :There iz a campaign to 'promo-t-e the

‘uge of more equipment in this'work. - . . L
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. “Govermment regulations or exchange conslderations do pot affect
acquisition of lrrigation equipment and machinery. Most indi-
-».widuel fermers. cen purchase small items of equipment if avalleble
at ressonable prices. The Ministry of Cooperatives helps farmers

..%o.scquire expensive equipment for their work-by providing logns ..

at reasonsble interest.

25X1 (RN @ :
.. iend. Qwnership and Use
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Most Lfarmers own thelr own land, and although the average farm is.
small, this system of land ownership does not hindex the develop~
went of improved irrigation facilities. .The slze of the sverage
farm is about;20 acres. A large farm would ‘be sbout one thousand
LECTes o - R , co . oot

The Tat Coverrment endeavors to help every fearmer own the land he
eultivetes. The Ministry of Cooperatives was established partly

#n order to arrange loansvet low ‘intersst . for farmers and to reclaim
| -land .for use, by new settlers.

' Modert farming methods are ‘taking hold very well. To & great extent
.agrioulture aan, be: improved through mechenizgtion. The size of the
farms does not hinder mechanization, but the lack of finances.and
- Jack of knowledge regarding machinery grestly hinders: widespread
-meghanizetion. . L : . T
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‘,;-m:?oved faxrming knowledge cen be better disseminated through agri-
gultuval schools and experiment:steblons. Other means are news- .
pepers, radio, schools, and demonstrations.

| 25X1

The officials of~_'_E;he Mintstry of Agriculture of Theilland are
technically competent, and they sincerely desire to better agri-
culture, '
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